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—_ fore and very hard preſſures, neither is there anyſubmiſſion to be found upon Record 
| faj nſent eyer ſerved with Proceſs to anſwer the Bill wheeupon that Decree was obtained, being gained by Yermeudens pratice and combination 
| re Sis rerſons fingdin Stary-Chamber One thouſand pound a heece for Riots, and ſentenced to pay Two thouſand marks damages to Yermendes, and to 
- | ftand commijrred tothe Priſon of the F/zer : Which ſour perſons together with one Newland and Agent of Vermendens 
| norhaving authority from the other Pariſhes, but ſubſcribed aruthority to ſome of t ego with about cighteen hands which they gotmore to it,be- 


| inStar-Chamber by ſome of the Town of Miſterton-Relators, were for theſeand other a 


Af 


| andrtaking off theproſecurors) by reaſon whereof theSentenq was omitted to beentred; yerthe truth of this appeareth by the Note-Book yet extaat 
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AXHOL<eM, inthe County of Lincoln, concerne "vi 
ling the Level of Hatfield Chaſe, humbly preſented to the Right Honorable che 
Commons of England in Parliament aflembled. 


Atfield Chaſe, and the places adjacent, lying contiguous in the ſeveral Countiesof York, Lincoln, and Nottinghaiy, and con- 
- taining aboutſixty thouſand Acres of Ground are allin one Leyel; concerning which, Sir Cornelixe Vermenden a Dutchman, in the 
ſecond year of His late Majeſty of ever Bleſſed Memory, contracted with His Majeſty, being Lord of the Soyl for the Draining 
thereof (and thereinalſo for thofe of Epworth, being about 1 hirteen thouſind Acres, and purt of that Level, though no part 
the Chaſe) wherein the King (gracioully intending not to prejudice the Commoners) declared, Thatthe Commoners ſhould firſt 
be agreed with, before Vermexder ſhould begin the work. x | | 
The (aid Ifle is wholly in Lincol»ſvire, and the Mannor of Epworth, conſiſting of twenty Towns, Thorps, and Hamlets (wherein the Tenants 
there are very numerous) Is in length about ſeven miles, and lying between the River of 7et on the Eaſt, and Harfie/d-Chaſe, and divers Man- 
norsin Torkshireonthe Weſt, which are Drained through the Mannor of Epworth into the ſ:id River,and fo it becometh very. adyantagious to the 
Participants, bur hurtfull to a great part of the Mannorof Epworth , which the Participints make a very Sink or Panto receive the Waters caſt up- 
..-onit, to caſe and make dry Hatfield © baſe, and the other Mannors whichlie on the Weſt. ; 
The Tenants inthe ſame Mannor cliim Right of Common of Paſture, Turbary,andto dig Earth there attheir pleaſures to improve their Upland, 
and other Priviledges, which they andtheir Predeceſlors have had time out of minde. : | 
The faid Mannor came to the Crown by Exchangein the Reign of the late Queen Elizabeth, and the Tenants (iy that long before that, viz. * 
In thetime of King Edward the third, and now three hundred yearsſince Sir John Mowbray was Lord of that Mannor, and made an approvement 
of the waſtes thereby vertue of the Statute; whereupon he andthe Tenants c:me to an Agreement, and (beſides ſeveral Grants which he made to 
particul-r Ten? nts) he made a Deed to Eleven of the Tenants particularly named, and to the reſt of the Tenants in general words, whereby he 
confirmed all cheir former Rights and Priviledges, and debarred himſelf and his heirs of all future Approvements by chat Deed, being an anci- 
ent harter now extant : Ag1inſt which Charter, and other Grants, there can be no Approvement by Law,without expreſs conſent of the Tenants, 
'All the Law-Books being clear, That 2g: int Commondy Grant, there can be no Approvement. | 


The Ground in Queſtion 1s 7400 Ac parcel of the ſaid 1 3000 Acres within the Mannor of Fpworth. 


ee Undertakers, who c:H themſelves Participarts within the Level of Hatfield Chaſe ſiy, they have a Decree in the Exchequer. TheTe» 
m_Y nnts ſay furcher, That che participants have two Decrees, but the one Enterferes and cl:ſhes againſt, and almoſt wholly deſtroys the other. 
The Participants ſay, Three hundred and ſeventy of the Tenants conſented. The Tenants anſwer ; firſt, That the Diffenters are near 
three times as many, and many of them the grtateſt Freeholds, and that thoſe who are n-med in the ſ:id Decree, zre divers of them ſuck 
:5 never had Right of Common , ſome are nznedthree orfour times over to ſwell up the number , 2ndby the ſirnime only witha blank, 
and ſome by names never heard of before to lie in the Ifle, and ſome were counterteited. Secondly, They that did conſent were drawn 
under the hand of any. Thirdly, The conſent was 


onely a Submiſſion roan Award of the Attorney-General, whih Award was Decreed without ever hearing a Depoſition re:d; neither wzs any of thoſe 


o 


combined (rhat they might free 
themſelves fron the dinger of that ſentence) to anſwer a Billnthe Exchequer at Permexdens Suit, onthe behalf of themſelves and othersof the Pariſh 
of Haxey in generalwords (particularly naming none) and teconfeſs (though falſly) the charge of the Bill co be true, being never ſeryed with Proces, 


ing pt ed or drawn in bythem. Theſe four perſons, ind the {tid Newland the Agent for Vermenden, upon an information exhibited againſtthem 
ws, |; deradorar s : , done to the Counne, ſentenced to ſtand onthe Slory with 
Papers, inthe next Markets adjoyning, andto make reſtitution money extorted from ſeveral of the Tenants, under colour of execution of a warrant to a 
Serjeant at'Arms; and one of them was ſentenced to cometo th Exchequer Bar with Papers in his Hat, andthere to acknowledge his falſe anſwerwhich he 
had given in that Court to the prejudice of rhe Country, Thel erſons nevertheleſs eſcaped the ſhame and puniſhment due unto them (by tampering with 
in Scar-Chamber, and may be proved by witneſſes yet living, whd xere by and preſent atthe ume of the Sentence, Fifthly, The Participants bribed the Te- 
nantsSollicitor, Sixthly, the Decree wasten years in giining, a1dis nlengrh thirteenor fourteen skins of Parchment, which may juſtly render jealouſie and 
ſuſpition in the obtaining. 
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be begun, Secondly that 
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